Larvicidal activity of Bacillus thuringiensis isolated from Jordanian habitats against Drosophila melanogaster larvae.
Bacillus thuringiensis was isolated from 23 of 37 samples obtained from different Jordanian habitats. Of the 37 samples, 187 different spore-forming colonies were selected and thirty (16%) were identified as B. thuringiensis based on their pathogenicity and production of parasporal inclusions. The lethal dose (LD50) of B. thuringiensis indicated a variation in their pathogenicity to Drosophila melanogaster larvae. Sensitivity of the first, the second and the third instar larvae of D. melanogaster showed slight variation in between. The third instar was the most sensitive stage to the pathogen spores.